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Bill targets 
conversion 
therapy for 
LGBTQ kids 


BY SHELBI POLK 
spolk@newsobserver.com 


DURHAM 

When Garrard Conley’s father 
found out his son was gay, he 
began to look for a cure. 

Conley met with a therapist 
one on one for six months, who 
tried to condition him to be 
ashamed of his attraction to 
men. When this didn’t work, 
Conley, now a New York Times 
best-selling memoirist, was sent 
to a camp where his sexual ori- 
entation was treated like a men- 
tal illness. 

When Sam Brinton, who uses 
they/them pronouns, went to 
“conversion therapy,” Brinton 
was told the government had 
killed all the other gay children 
in the country so they couldn’t 
spread AIDS. Brinton’s “ther- 
apy” escalated to electroshock 
therapy to create negative asso- 
ciations with any kind of homo- 
sexuality. 

Conversion therapy, which is 
legal in most of the country, is 
any set of treatments or ther- 
apies designed to change a per- 
son’s sexual orientation or gen- 
der identity. The exact methods 
vary, including talk therapy to 
practices like sleep deprivation, 
starvation and shock therapy. 

The Mental Health Protection 
Act, a recently introduced bill, 
would make North Carolina the 
next state to ban the practice for 
minors. This bill, HB 516, would 
designate conversion therapy 
“unprofessional conduct,” and 
counselors, social workers or 
other professionals practicing it 
could lose their license. 

“I am a survivor of conversion 
therapy, and I use the word 
survivor very, very specifically,” 
Brinton told a group gathered at 
Durham’s Northstar Church of 
the Arts on Wednesday. 


‘BETTER THAN BLEAK’ 

Over 700,000 Americans 
have gone through conversion 
therapy, according to the UCLA 
Williams Institute, even though 
the practice has been disavowed 
by groups such as The American 
Counseling Association, the 
American Psychological 
Association and The American 
Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry. 
According to Brinton, another 
20,000 young adults are at risk 
of undergoing conversion ther- 
apy in the next few years. 

But 16 states, as well as Wash- 
ington, D.C. and Puerto Rico, 
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Mueller details Trump’s 
efforts against Russia probe 
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President Donald Trump arrives at a Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride event in the White House on Thursday. When Trump learned of 
Robert Mueller’s appointment, he had said, “This is the end of my presidency” On Thursday, he claimed vindication. 


e Many incidents examined for possible obstruction 
e AG Barr delivers a strong defense of Trump 
e Some Democrats still entertain impeachment notion 


BY MARK MAZZETTI 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Robert Mueller revealed a 
frantic, monthslong effort by 
President Donald Trump to 
thwart the investigation into 
Russia’s 2016 election interfer- 
ence, cataloging in a report 
released on Thursday the at- 
tempts by Trump to escape an 
inquiry that imperiled his presi- 
dency from the start. 

The much-anticipated report 
laid out how a team of prose- 
cutors working for Mueller, the 
special counsel, wrestled with 
whether the president’s actions 
added up to an indictable of- 
fense of obstruction of justice 
for a sitting president. They 
ultimately decided not to 
charge Trump, citing numerous 
legal and factual constraints, 
but pointedly declined to exon- 
erate him. 

“If we had confidence after a 
thorough investigation of the 
facts that the president clearly 


did not commit obstruction of 
justice, we would so state,” 
Mueller’s investigators wrote. 
“Based on the facts and the 
applicable legal standards, 
however, we are unable to 
reach that judgment.” 

Mueller inherited a sweeping 
inquiry 23 months ago into 
whether Trump or any of his 
aides had coordinated with the 
Russian government’s cam- 
paign to sabotage the presi- 
dential election. The report 
found numerous contacts be- 
tween Trump campaign ad- 
visers and Russians in the 
months before and after the 
election - meetings in pursuit of 
business deals, policy initiatives 
and political dirt about Hillary 
Clinton - but said there was 
“insufficient evidence” to es- 
tablish that there had been a 
criminal conspiracy. 

While the report does not 
find that the president or his 
campaign aides had committed 
any crimes in their contacts 
with Russians, it lays bare how 
Trump was elected with the 


help of a foreign power. When a 
federal inquiry was started to 
investigate the Russian effort, 
he took numerous steps to try 
to undermine it. 

The special counsel found 
that Trump had the authority to 
make many of his most contro- 
versial decisions, including the 
firing of James Comey as FBI 
director, by virtue of the powers 
the Constitution grants him. At 
the same time, it is a far more 
damning portrayal of his beha- 
vior than the one presented last 
month in a four-page letter 
released last month by Attorney 
General William Barr. 

“The incidents were often 
carried out through one-on-one 
meetings in which the president 
sought to use his official power 
outside of usual channels,” the 
report said. “These actions 
ranged from efforts to remove 
the special counsel and to re- 
verse the effect of the attorney 
general’s recusal; to the at- 
tempted use of official power to 
limit the scope of the investiga- 
tion; to direct and indirect con- 
tacts with witnesses with the 
potential to influence their 
testimony. Viewing the acts 
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THE MUELLER 
REPORT IS OUT 


Subscribers can go online 
to find in-depth coverage 
of the report by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. 
Look for it in our Extra 
Extra section, which can 
be found after the daily 
eEdition pages. 


Cooper vetoes NC ‘abortion survivors’ bill 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Gov. Roy Cooper vetoed a 
controversial abortion bill 
Thursday, saying it’s unneces- 
sary and ill-advised. 

The bill would create new 
criminal and civil penalties for 
infanticide, specifically for sit- 
uations in which a baby survives 
an abortion procedure. The new 
punishments apply to doctors 
and nurses who don’t provide 


care for the surviving newborns. 

Supporters of the “Born-Alive 
Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act” have not shown evidence 
of it happening in North Car- 
olina. And if it were to happen, 
the perpetrator can already be 
charged with murder. But they 
say the bill is needed, to make 
sure it doesn’t happen. 

Cooper disagreed. 

“Laws already protect new- 
born babies and this bill is an 
unnecessary interference be- 
tween doctors and their pa- 
tients,” the Democratic gover- 


nor said in his veto message. 
“This needless legislation would 
criminalize doctors and other 
healthcare providers for a prac- 
tice that simply does not exist.” 

Republicans quickly criticized 
the veto. In a joint statement 
two of the bill’s top supporters, 
Sen. Joyce Krawiec of Forsyth 
County and Rep. Pat McElraft of 
Carteret County, said that “car- 
ing for a living, breathing new- 
born infant is too restrictive for 
Governor Cooper’s radical abor- 
tion agenda.” 

“We thought Democrats 


would agree that children born 
alive should be separate from 
the abortion debate, but it’s 
clear they want the ‘right to 
choose’ to even extend past 
birth,” they wrote. 

However, Democrats have 
frequently pointed out that kill- 
ing babies is already illegal, 
even without this bill. The N.C. 
Democratic Party tweeted sup- 
port for Cooper on Thursday, 
calling it “a partisan bill ground- 
ed in anti-choice rhetoric, not 
medical science.” 


WILL VETO BE UPHELD? 

When the bill passed the leg- 
islature on Tuesday, Repub- 
licans strongly defended it. Rep. 
Sarah Stevens, one of the top 
Republican leaders, said that in 
addition to the various punish- 
ments laid out in the bill, it also 
has a section requiring health 
care professionals who suspect 
an infanticide to report it to 
authorities. 

“We don’t know if it’s going 
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